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ABOUT VoNat

Voice of Nature (VoNat) is a Cameroon community-based biodiversity conservation and sustainable development non-profit organization dedicated to building a
N greener, safer, and more sustainable planet where wildlife and people thrive together. Established in 2019 and formally registered with the Cameroon Ministry of Ter-

ritorial Administration, under registration No.1125/G.37/C84/VOL.I/SASC, VoNat works at the intersection of species conservation, climate resilience, ecosystem res-

toration, and community empowerment. We are also an official partner of the Cameroon Ministry of Forestry and Wildlife (MINFOF), working collaboratively to ad-

vance national conservation priorities and strengthen on-the-ground conservation of biodiversity. Headquartered in Buea, South West Region of Cameroon, in the
4§ Central African subregion, we combine field research, participatory mapping, ecological monitoring, and community training to ensure that conservation and restora-
4 tion efforts are locally led and lasting. Guided by values of integrity, inclusiveness, transparency, and respect for nature, VoNat believes that healthy ecosystems and
ithriving communities go hand in hand.



Message from the Executive Director

VoNat 2025: Conserving Species, Empowering Communities, Shaping the Future

eflecting on 2025, Voice of Nature

(VoNat) is proud of a year defined by

impact, collaboration, and innovation.
Across Cameroon, our community-driven ap-
proach to conservation and sustainable devel-
opment demonstrated that lasting environmen-
tal change begins when people, especially
youth, are empowered to take ownership of
their landscapes. From degraded mountains to
threatened wetlands, our work reinforced a
simple truth: protecting nature protects com-
munities, livelihoods, and the future.

Species Conservation remained a cornerstone
of our mission. At Mount Nlonako, we collabo-
rated with 15 communities and over 50 local
leaders to map the habitats of the endangered
Goliath Frog. Participatory conservation plans,
grounded in local knowledge, have fostered
community stewardship and suggested tangible
community solutions to conserve these unique
amphibians. On Mount Cameroon, amphibian
surveys confirmed the presence of the African
Common Toad, underscoring the ecological
value of wetlands. Our fieldwork at Mount
Mbam also highlighted critical primate
habitats: although we sighted velvet monkeys,
the remaining forest patches along streams
were identified as vital refuges for these
species, underlining the urgency of protecting
and restoring these ecosystems. Educational
sessions in schools emphasized the importance
of primates for biodiversity and forest regener-
ation, fostering a culture of coexistence
between humans and wildlife. Beyond wildlife,
our threatened tree domestication initiative
raised and distributed 1,000 seedlings of
Mahogany and Prunus africana to households,
that will reduce pressure on wild populations
and promoting sustainable forestry practices.

Community Engagement and Landscape Resto-
ration amplified our impact. Over several
weeks in the Mount Mbam landscape, VoNat
conducted detailed surveys and participatory
mapping with 60+ community members and
local leaders. These assessments revealed
* extensive deforestation, bush burning, and soil
degradation. Workshops empowered leaders
and villagers to co-create land-use plans
emphasizing reforestation, regenerative
agriculture, and agroforestry. Women played a
pivotal role, designing sustainable firewood
harvesting practices to protect biodiversity. In
total, 3,870 agroforestry trees and 1,300 fruit
and medicinal trees were planted, improving
soil health, supporting sustainable farming,
and increasing green cover in schools and
households in the Mount Cameroon Area.

Along Cameroon’s coast, mangrove communi-
ty conservation solutions mapping marked a
major milestone. In the Tiko mangroves,
VoNat engaged over 30 traditional leaders,
community members, and mangrove harvesters
in participatory mapping exercises to identify
degraded areas, unsustainable harvesting zones,
and priority sites for restoration. These consul-
tations led to the development of community-
led mangrove conservation solutions, that will

balance ecosystem protection with sustainable
livelihoods. This initiative strengthened local
governance, improved awareness of man-
groves’ role in fisheries and climate resilience,
and laid the foundation for long-term coastal
ecosystem restoration.

Youth Engagement and Climate Action contin-
ued to inspire change. Over 120 young people
led EcoKids campaigns promoting tree plant-
ing, forest protection, water conservation, and
community clean-ups, reaching more than
1,000 residents. Hands-on waste management
training equipped students with practical skills
in recycling and reuse, linking urban steward-
ship to broader ecosystem and climate resili-
ence. More than 300 youths gained leadership
and conservation skills through internships,
volunteer  programs, and  mentorship
initiatives, preparing them to become the next
generation of environmental champions.

Environmental Communication and Strategic
Partnerships extended VoNat’s reach. Our me-
dia campaigns reached over 50,000 people
online and 5,000 via radio and television,
raising awareness about biodiversity and
sustainable resource management. Communi-
cations Officer, Jabi Katy Chale, was
recognized as a 2025 National Geographic
Young Explorer, and VoNat became an offi-

cial partner of the the Cameroon Ministry of S

Forestry and Wildlife (MINFOF) and Am-
phibian Survival Alliance (ASA), cementing
our position in national and global conserva-
tion networks. Executive Director, Ndimuh
Bertrand Shancho, was honored by the Climate
and Development Knowledge Network as one
of 12 remarkable African youth for transforma-
tive climate action, highlighting the organiza-
tion’s leadership in community-led conserva-
tion.

Our achievements in 2025 were made possible
through collaboration with local communities,
schools, government agencies, and internation-
al partners. We extend our sincere gratitude to
Earth Rising Foundation, National Geographic
Society, Re:wild, GEF, GDF, New England
Biolabs Foundation, CDKN, MINEPDED, and
countless local stakeholders whose support has
been invaluable.

As we look to the future, VoNat remains com-
mitted to restoring degraded landscapes, con-
serving endangered species, empowering
youth, & women, and fostering sustainable
communities. Together, we are building a
greener, safer, and more resilient Cameroon,
one tree, one habitat, and one community at a
time.

&

Ndimuh Bertrand Shancho
Executive Director, Voice of Nature (VoNat)




OUR MISSION

Building a greener, safer and more sustainable
planet for wildlife and people to thrive.

Building a Greener & Safer Planet for All

pecies C rvation| Landscape Restc

OUR VISION
VoNat envisions a planet where every individual intentionally
“treats nature with love and respect, understanding that their ex-
~ istence and that of generations is dependent on the environment.

OUR VALUES e
§

Trustworthy: We are committed to upholding honesty &
and reliability in all our dealings, ensuring that we say !
what we mean, mean what we say and match our eve- |
ry words with exact actions.

Solution-driven: We take responsibility for our ac-
tions, think and weave in pragmatic solutions to any
challenge in our strive to protect the environment, cre-
ate a healthy planet for all.

Collaboration: We value the skills and knowledge in
everyone, with a deep conviction that collective ac-
tions, mutual respect and innovation are the hallmark
of any meaningful impact, and a sustainable future for
planet earth.
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Species Conservation

Bringing back endangered great apes, amphibi-
ans, elephants and birds from the brink of extinc-
tion

Ecosystem Restoration
; , \F Restoring important but degraded landscapes, and
Voice of nature ““"‘“‘ml | L/ their ecosystems functions, while improving com-
plastic ﬁ??“u;é;ams’ = ) munity livelihoods.
et's Make: o |
. Climate Action: Educating and building human

and institutional capacity of local communities on
climate change mitigation, adaptation and impact
reduction.

Environmental Reporting & Communication
Raising awareness on environmental issues, pro-
moting responsible natural resource manage-
ment

Volunteering & Youth Mentorship
Providing conservationists the opportunity to con-
tribute to building a better planet.


https://vonat.org/#
https://vonat.org/#
https://vonat.org/#
https://voiceofnaturenews.info/
https://vonat.org/#
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Participatory Mapping of Ecological Threats & Community
Conservation Solutions for Goliath Frog in Mount Nionako

15

Communities engaged in mapping goliath frog
sites and conservation threats in Mount Nionako

Voice of Nature (VoNat) partnered with traditional leaders and local communities in 15
communities across the Mount Nlonako landscape to map Goliath frog habitats and con-
servation threats. Using participatory mapping, community storytelling, and mobile data
tools, local knowledge was documented and integrated into scientific research for the first
time in this area. Supported by Re:wild, the initiative generated critical data to guide con-

servation planning while strengthening community ownership, leadership, Voice of Nature
(VoNat) partnered with traditional leaders and local communities in 15 communities
across the Mount Nlonako landscape to map Goliath frog habitats and conservation
threats. Using participatory mapping, community storytelling, and mobile data tools, local
knowledge was documented and integrated into scientific research for the first time in this
area. Supported by Re:wild, the initiative generated critical data to guide conservation
planning while strengthening community ownership, leadership, and long-term steward-
ship of habitats essential for the survival of the world’s largest frog.




SPECIES CONSERVATION:

Mapping of Conservation Solutions for the World
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Voice of Nature (VoNat) brought together nearly 50 traditional leaders, communi-
ty members, and frog hunters from 15 communities around Mount Nlonako to
collaboratively map conservation solutions for the Goliath frog, an endangered,

emblematic, and endemic species. By centering local knowledge, the process
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Largest Frog - the Goliath frog in Mount Nionako

Community Leaders from 15 Villages in Mount Nlonako Area Unite to Suggest Local Solutions to Conserve

(GEF), this participatory approach strengthened trust, ownership, and cooperation
between communities and local authorities. The initiative produced mapped priority

sites, locally agreed conservation measures, and a shared commitment to protect
Goliath frog habitats, reinforcing the critical role of communities in conserving

identified key habitats, threats, and practical, community-driven actions to Cameroon’s unique biodiversity.

safeguard the species. Supported by Re:wild and the Global Environment Facility

VoNat Extends Amphibians Conservation Initiative to Mount Cameroon Area

60 Children Engage in Amphibians Conservation Education

As part of the extension of its amphibians conservation programme to
in Mount Cameroon p p prog

the Mount Cameroon area, Voice of Nature (VoNat) educated over 60
community children on the frogs of the Western Highlands of Came-
roon during commemorative activities for Save the Frogs Day 2025.

P

AI
) .'
- ‘('?\

Through a fun drawing exercise, the children brought their imagination
of frogs to life, followed by an interactive educational session on the
ecological importance of frogs, the threats they face, and practical ways
to protect them. This activity introduced many of the youngsters to am-
phibian conservation for the first time, nurturing environmental aware-
ness and empowering future conservation leaders. It forms a key com-
ponent of VoNat’s Endangered Amphibians Conservation Initiative,
promoting long-term stewardship of amphibians and their habitats.

IUCN Amphibian Specialist Group Co-Chair Visits

Test Survey Confirms Endangered Amphibian
Conservation Program

Presence in Mount Cameroon

Voice of Nature (VoNat) conducted a test amphibian survey at a wetland site in the Mount Came-
roon area, marking an important step in extending its amphibian conservation programme beyond
Mount Nlonako. The survey led to the confirmed presence of the African Common Toad
(Sclerophrys regularis), highlighting the ecological value of wetlands in the Mount Cameroon
landscape. Often overlooked due to its familiarity, the African Common Toad is one of Africa’s
most widespread and resilient amphibians. Its occurrence underscores the richness of local amphib-
ian diversity and signals healthy ecological conditions. This finding strengthens the case for ex-
panding VoNat’s amphibian conservation efforts to Mount Cameroon, emphasizing the need to
protect wetlands and other habitats critical for sustaining amphibian populations.

Professor Amaél Borzée, Co-Chair of the I[UCN Amphibian Speciali
Group, paid a working visit to Voice of Nature’s (VoNat) amphibian co
servation programme in the Mount Nlonako landscape, home to the enda
gered Goliath Frog. The visit elevated local conservation efforts to t
global stage, strengthening scientific credibility and international visibili
for community-led initiatives. By engaging with VoNat’s team, local a
thorities, traditional leaders, and frog hunters, the visit reinforced the i
portance of local knowledge in amphibian conservation and helped alig
grassroots action with global priorities, opening pathways for stronger co
laboration, improved research, and long-term protection of threatened a
phibians in Cameroon.
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Conservation of Primates in Cameroon
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Primate Conservation Education in Mount Mbam & Mount Cameroon areas

90 Sensitized on biodiversity conservation gained fresh consciousness about the biodiversity species in

with focus on species in the Mount the Mount Mbam landscape, their conservation importance
Cameroon Landscape . ..
and existing threats.

Voice of Nature (VoNat) conducted school-based conservation
education sessions in the Mount Cameroon area, reaching nearly
100 students. The interactive sessions introduced learners to the
region’s rich wildlife, the threats species face, and the importance
of protecting natural habitats. Pupils explored practical conserva-
tion actions they could adopt at home, in school, and in their
communities, reinforcing youth engagement in biodiversity
protection. This initiative reflects VoNat’s commitment to
nurturing the next generation of environmental stewards and
highlights the critical role of early education in building a
sustainable, wildlife-friendly future for Cameroon.
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As part of its mission to nurture the next generation of environmental stewards, Voice
of Nature (VoNat) conducted a conservation education session at Government Bilingual
High School (GBHS) Bangourain in the Mount Mbam area, West Region of Cameroon.
The session aimed to raise awareness among students, the future custodians of the re-
gion’s natural heritage, about the unique biodiversity of Mount Mbam.

Drawing on preliminary findings from VoNat’s baseline studies, the students learned
about local species, their ecological importance, the threats they face, and practical con-
servation actions they can undertake with their communities. This engagement strength-
ened conservation consciousness among young learners, emphasizing the critical role of
environmental education in fostering long-term stewardship in a region where human
pressures, habitat degradation, and climate change increasingly threaten ecosystems. By
empowering youth with knowledge and practical strategies, VoNat ensures that conser-
vation becomes a shared, community-led responsibility, laying the foundation for sus-
tainable biodiversity protection in Mount Mbam.
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Community Education About Mount Cameroon Nationl Park Boundaries & Primate Conservation

4444444

Residents of Mount;Cameroon Gain Aware-
ness about Primate Conservation and Mount

Cameroon Boundaries

100°

Voice of Nature (VoNat) delivered community-based conservation ed-
ucation that reached over 100 men, women, and youth living around
Mount Cameroon National Park. The sessions strengthened awareness
of primate conservation, clarified park boundaries, and deepened un-

derstanding of Cameroon’s 1994 Forestry Law. Participants explored
the negative impacts of deforestation and forest encroachment on wild-
life, livelihoods, and climate resilience, while learning practical, sus-
tainable alternatives to reduce forest conversion. Through participatory
workshops and follow-up mentorship, the initiative generated strong
conservation consciousness and engagement that exceeded initial ex-
pectations, reinforcing community responsibility and collective action
for long-term protection of primates and forest ecosystems.

Conservation of Threatened Trees of Mount Cameroon

1000°

Voice of Nature (VoNat) advanced community-led conservation in the Mount
Cameroon landscape by raising and donating 1,000 seedlings of threatened
tree species to 100 households across five communities, Bwitingi, CEAC,
Bokova, Bonakanda, and Bova. The initiative engaged farmers, women, youth
groups, and community leaders through hands-on training on the planting,
care, and sustainable management of high-value species, notably Mahogany
(Khaya spp.) and Prunus africana.

Beyond seedling distribution, targeted sensitization strengthened community
understanding of the ecological, medicinal, and economic importance of these
threatened trees. By promoting on-farm and communal cultivation, the initia-
tive reduced harvesting pressure on wild populations within Mount Cameroon
National Park, where overexploitation for timber and traditional medicine re-
mains a key threat.

“Mahogany is almost finished. People cut it for beds and chairs. If we plant it
in our farms, we will stop going into the forest to look for the few that remain.
We may not benefit now, but in 25 years our children will use it to build their
houses without buying planks,” a community member said.

Strong community uptake and expressed interest in further domestication re-
flect growing local ownership of conservation actions. Overall, the initiative
will contribute to forest restoration, conservation of threatened species, and
supported sustainable livelithood opportunities, demonstrating how community
-based solutions can effectively align conservation and development goals.

Threatened Trees Raised and Donated to 100 households in Mount Cameroon Area for
Domestication to Limit Depletion of those in the Wild.
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Climate Literacy in Schools within the Mount Mbam Area

120+

EARTH

Voice of Nature (VoNat), in partnership with MEG WAH (My Earth),
strengthened climate change awareness and action among over 120 children
and youths in the Mount Mbam landscape through the EcoKids Youth Cli-
mate Advocacy Programme. The initiative equipped young participants with

Kids and young aduits in Bangourain gained new knowledge about climate change and
many pledging to take actions for climate solutions.

climate justice, with
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Raising Young Clima’ .
ambass ‘ors in Ca ~

inspired action, with youths committing to lead tree planting and creative cli-
mate advocacy within their communities. By empowering young people to
become informed and proactive climate advocates, the initiative is building a
new generation of climate-conscious leaders capable of driving lasting envi-

practical knowledge of climate change, its local impacts, and community-level ronmental change in the Mount Mbam area.

solutions relevant to their daily lives. Beyond learning, the programme

Outreach _& s_ensitizatiol_\ Campaigns for Climate Action, Climate Justice & Resilience
120+ Kids in Bangourain, 120+

Cameroon engaged

Over 120 children and youths from communities around the Mount
Mbam area sparked renewed climate consciousness among local leaders
and policymakers by courageously presenting the environmental
challenges affecting their lives. Through open letters, articles, drawings,
rhymes, and poetry dramatization, the EcoKids highlighted pressing
threats including drying water sources, deforestation, bush burning, pollu-
tion, and the excessive use of chemical fertilizers. Their voices reached
and engaged key decision-makers—Ilocal administrators, municipal
authorities, traditional rulers, forestry officials, and community
leaders—who listened, exchanged, and reflected with the children. Orga-
nized by Voice of Nature (VoNat) and MEG WAH with support from the
Earth Rising Foundation, the initiative strengthened youth participation in
dialogue and nurtured a new generation of confident climate ambassadors
shaping local climate action .

Raise Voices for Climate Actions in
Mt. Mbam

West Region of
in Community

Climate Action Sensitization Campaign.

Over 120 children and youths led a community-wide climate change sensitiza-
tion campaign in Bangourain, within the Mount Mbam Area, as part of Voice
of Nature (VoNat) and Me Wah (My Earth)’s EcoKids Programme. Equipped
through climate education sessions, the youths carried out door-to-door out-
reach using a co-created annual calendar featuring practical climate messages.
The campaign promoted actions such as tree planting, protection of water
sources, reduced slash-and-burn farming, improved air quality, and forest re-
generation. By reaching households directly, the initiative raised community
awareness while strengthening youth leadership and ownership of local climate
action. Supported by the Earth Rising Foundation, it empowered young people
as visible agents of climate resilience.

Raising Young Climate

\mbassadors in Cameroon
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Tree Planting for Climate Change Mitigation & Adaptation

300+

Ornamental and Medicinal trees planted across schools, hos-
pitals, administrative areas and other public places to limit
cllmate |mpact in Bangouraln

The tree-planting exercise formed part of the annual EcoKids
Programme jointly implemented by Voice of Nature (VoNat) and
MEG WAH (My Earth), with support from the Earth Rising
Foundation. Through this programme, children and youths were
empowered to translate climate knowledge into practical action
while contributing to long-term environmental resilience in the
Mount Mbam landscape.

6
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Children and youths in Bangourain, within the Mount Mbam Area of Cameroon’s West Region,
launched a hands-on tree-planting initiative aimed at strengthening climate adaptation and
reducing  the  impacts of  climate  change at the community level.
Implemented under the auspices of the Divisional Officer of Bangourain, Mr. Ndi Jules Patrick,
the initiative involved the planting of over 300 ornamental and medicinal tree seedlings across
schools, hospitals, administrative premises, and other public spaces. The activity contributed to
enhancing green cover, improving local microclimates, and promoting environmental steward-

@
Voo

ship among young people.

Upcycling and Waste Management for Climate Change & Impacts Mitigation

60+

Young Minds empowered on
Sustainable Waste Manage-
ment in Praise Baptist
Academy in Buea.

Voice of Nature (VoNat) provided experiential
training on sustainable waste management to 60
pupils at Praise Baptist Academy Ndongo—Buea in
Cameroon’s South West Region. The training,
aimed to strengthen community resilience to cli-
mate change and its impacts while enhancing local
adaptive capacity. During the session, VoNat’s
technical team facilitated a hands-on learning ex-
ercise on waste sorting for recycling and reuse,
enabling students to acquire practical skills for re-
sponsible waste management. At the end of the
training, the young participants committed to shar-
ing the knowledge gained with their parents, peers,
and friends, thereby contributing to efforts to ad-
dress the growing waste management challenges
facing major towns and cities in Cameroon.

~ NDONGO - BUEA
in head, heart and hands

1000+ Receive awareness on the dangers of plastic pollution and some
sustainable management measures

Over 1,000 residents of Buea
were reached with practical
messages on the dangers of
plastic pollution and sustaina-
ble waste partnership manage-
ment through a large-scale en-
vironmental awareness and
action campaign led by Voice
of Nature (VoNat) in with the
South West Regional Delega-
tion of the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Protection of Nature
and Sustainable Development
(MINEPDED-SW), alongside
other environmental civil soci-
ety organizations (CSOs). The
campaign focused on promot-
ing responsible environmental
behavior, reducing plastic
waste, and encouraging com-
munity participation in envi-
ronmental protection efforts. Community mem-
bers were sensitized on the environmental and
health impacts of plastic pollution, as well as
sustainable practices such as waste reduction,
reuse, recycling, and proper disposal.

A key highlight of the campaign was an Eco
Walk from Checkpoint to Mile 17, which
served as a powerful platform for public en-
gagement and visibility. Participants interacted
with pedestrians, motorists, and traders, sharing
awareness messages and calling for collective
action to end plastic pollution. The walk
sparked conversations on individual responsibil-
ity and the role of communities in addressing
environmental challenges. This was followed by
a community clean-up exercise at the Mile 17
bus station, one of the busiest public areas in
Buea. Volunteers collected plastic waste and
improved the cleanliness of the space, demon-
strating practical steps that communities can
take to maintain healthier and more sustainable
environments.

Voice of wature (VoNat):
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The campaign concluded with a tree-planting
activity at the Government Teachers' Training
College (GTTC) Buea, reinforcing the link be-
tween sustainable waste management, ecosys-
tem restoration, and climate resilience. Imple-
mented in alignment with the World Environ-
ment Day theme, “Ending Global Plastic Pollu-
tion,” the activities strengthened collaboration
among environmental CSOs and public institu-
tions while reinforcing VoNat's commitment to
community-driven solutions for environmental
sustainability.

PLASTIC POLLUTION
M | BEFORE IT sTops usyy

THE REGIONAL DELEGANON OF ENVIRONMENT, PROTECTION Ry
£ OF NATURE AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, SOUTH WEST REGION (BUEA) Y@/
In collaboration with other NGOs in Buea, Commemorate

W[llllll EN\IIR(INMENT DAY 2025
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groforestry trees planted on farmers'
+ fields across the Mount Cameroon Area,
contributing to reduced soil erosion and

improved soil fertility.
Voice of Nature (VoNat) has donated over 3,870 agroforestry trees to 100
community members across Bonakanda, Bova, Bokova, CEAC, Bwitingi,
and neighboring villages to restore soil health and promote sustainable farm-
ing. This initiative strengthens soil fertility, reduces erosion, improves mois-
ture retention, and supports climate-resilient agricultural practices. The trees,

— g

Agroforestry for Soil Health Restoration in the Mount Cameroon Area

including Acacia and Soursop , deliver both environmental and livelihood
benefits. Acacia enriches the soil through nitrogen fixation, while Soursop
provides fruit and income opportunities, helping farmers achieve productive
and sustainable farms.

Beyond individual farms, the program reduces pressure on Mount Cameroon
National Park , a globally significant biodiversity hotspot. By planting trees
for fuelwood, fruit, and soil improvement, communities adopt alternatives to
forest exploitation, supporting biodiversity protection and endangered spe-
cies conservation.
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Training and Application of Organic Fertilizer for Improved Crop Yields

100+ community members across Bonakanda, Bova, Bokova, CEAC, Bwitingi, and neighboring
villages have been trained and engaged in the production and application of organic liquid fertilizer

to enhance soil fertility and boost crop productivity.

b\ G i ‘ p AN e ; W
Over 100 community members across Bonakanda, Bova, Bokova, CEAC,
Bwitingi, and neighboring villages were trained and engaged in the pro-
duction and application of organic liquid fertilizer to enhance soil fertility
and boost crop productivity. Farmers received both the fertilizer and
hands-on training on its application, equipping them with practical skills
to improve their farm yields.

N B N

This initiative, led by Voice of Nature (VoNat) in partnership with the
Regenerative Agriculture Hub of Nkwa4Change Solutions , builds on ear-
lier training in agroforestry, regenerative agriculture, and organic fertilizer
production. The participating smallholder farmers are expected to apply
these regenerative practices to their farms, improving soil health while
reducing pressure on Mount Cameroon National Park .

A structured Monitoring and Evaluation process will follow in the coming
weeks to guide farmers in fertilizer application, address challenges, and

ensure effective adoption of regenerative practices for sustainable agricul-
ture.

EMpowerin \i&\\
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Community-Led Mapping for Restoration, Conservation, and Livelihoods in Mount Mbam

50"' community members and local leaders engaged in

mapping priority conservation, restoration, and livelihood
sites in Mount Mbam
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In 2025, Voice of Nature (VoNat) strengthened community-led conserva-
tion planning in the Mount Mbam landscape by convening a participatory
mapping and dialogue workshop that brought together nearly 50 commu-
nity representatives and local leaders. The workshop was organized under
VoNat's Community First Conservation, Restoration & Livelihoods De-
velopment Initiative , which prioritizes inclusive decision-making and
locally driven solutions for ecosystem restoration and sustainable liveli-
hoods.

Chaired by the Divisional Officer (DO) of Bangourain, reflecting strong
collaboration between local authorities, traditional leaders, and civil soci-
ety, participants collectively identified restoration priority sites, assessed
land-use pressures, and discussed viable restoration and livelihood op-
tions suited to local ecological and socio-economic conditions.

The information generated through this participatory process is now guid-
ing VoNat's conservation and restoration planning in the Mount Mbam
area. It will directly inform site selection, restoration strategies, and the
integration of livelihood activities that reduce pressure on natural re-
sources while supporting community resilience. The initiative was made
possible with the generous support of CO2balance and the Global Diver-
sity Foundation (GDF) , whose partnership continues to enable inclusive,
evidence-based conservation action in Mount Mbam.

Restoring Urban and Peri-Urban Landscapes in Mount Cameroon and Mount Mbam

1 ,300"’ fruit and medicinal trees dis-
tributed to schools and community mem-
bers across the Mount Cameroon and

management.
Mount Mbam landscapes °

sources. In schools, the trees serve as living learn-
ing tools, helping students understand ecosystem
restoration, climate change, and sustainable land

green cover, and strengthening resilience to cli-
mate-related impacts such as erosion and heat
stress. This initiative demonstrates how commu-
nity-led, nature-based solutions can simultane-
ously address environmental degradation, food

Voice of Nature (VoNat) raised ajnd donated
1,300 fruit and medicinal tree seedlings to
schools and community members in the Mount
Cameroon and Mount Mbam landscapes as part
of an urban and peri-urban restoration initiative.
These areas face increasing pressure from land
degradation, deforestation, and unplanned urban
expansion, which threaten biodiversity, soil sta-
bility, and local livelihoods.

The tree donation targeted schools and house-
holds to encourage long-term stewardship, envi-
ronmental education, and community ownership
of restoration efforts. Fruit trees contribute direct-
ly to household nutrition and income, while me-
dicinal trees help preserve traditional knowledge
and improve access to primary healthcare re-

30"‘ traditional leaders, commu-
nity members, and mangrove har-
vesters engaged in mapping com-
munity-driven solutions

Voice of Nature (VoNat) advanced community-
driven mangrove conservation by convening a
participatory workshop that brought together
over 30 traditional leaders, community mem-
bers, and mangrove harvesters from communi-
ties surrounding the Tiko Mangroves. The
workshop was held at the Motombolombo Tra-
ditional Council Hall , ensuring a culturally ap-

Beyond their immediate benefits, these plantings
support urban landscape restoration by improving
microclimates, enhancing soil fertility, increasing

T ey & N o T el

propriate and inclusive space for dialogue and
decision-making. With support from the Global
Diversity Foundation (GDF) , VoNat presented
key findings from gray literature scoping and
land-cover change mapping conducted between
September and November 2025.

These analyzes highlighted critical conserva-
tion threats to the Tiko Mangroves, including
habitat degradation, unsustainable harvesting
practices, and land-use change, as well as the
associated socio-economic impacts on local
livelihoods. Building on this evidence, partici-
pants engaged in facilitated discussions to iden-
tify locally appropriate, community-driven so-

security, health, and education, while fostering a
culture of conservation among young people and
local communities.

Community-Led Mapping for Restoration & Conservation Solutions for Tiko Mangroves

lutions for mangrove conservation and restora-
tion. The process emphasized traditional
knowledge, sustainable resource use, and
shared responsibility for ecosystem steward-
ship.

This collaborative engagement is leading to the
development of a community-led conservation
action plan , which will serve as a practical
roadmap for the long-term protection, restora-
tion, and sustainable management of the Tiko
Mangroves. The initiative strengthens local
ownership, aligns conservation goals with live-
lihood needs, and lays the foundation for resili-
ent coastal ecosystems and communities.

;‘)“\J T
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Engaging Communities on Tiko Mangrove Conservation through Micro-Radio Outreach

local leaders and community members
educated on key threats and benefits of
mangroves

2000+

£ 06.9

s
7

VoNat reached 2,000+ local leaders and community members in
and around the Tiko Mangroves with targeted conservation mes-
sages through a micro-radio sensitization program on Tiko Coun-
cil Community Radio. This initiative formed part of VoNat's
broader efforts to raise awareness about the ecological, economic,
and climate-related importance of mangrove ecosystems.

The broadcast educated listeners on the critical role of mangroves
in supporting local livelihoods, protecting coastlines, enhancing
climate resilience, and conserving biodiversity. It also highlighted
the major threats facing the Tiko Mangroves , including unsus-
tainable resource extraction and habitat degradation, while em-
phasizing practical steps communities can take to safeguard this
vital ecosystem.

Through this radio engagement, VoNat strengthened community
awareness, knowledge, and stewardship , fostering local participa-
tion in mangrove conservation initiatives. The program exempli-
fies how mass communication and community-driven outreach
can mobilize stakeholders, enhance understanding of ecosystem
services, and encourage collective action for sustainable environ-
mental management.

Raising Public Awareness on Biodiversity through Media Engagement

individuals in Buea and beyond reached
through TV show, increasing awareness
of biodiversity, ecosystem health, and

5000+
climate resilience.

Voice of Nature (VoNat) sensitized and educated over 5,000 individuals in
Buea and surrounding areas on the critical importance of biodiversity for
ecosystem health, human well-being, and climate resilience. Through partici-
pation in the Moun- nr

tain Echoes talk
show , broadcast by
Divine Mercy Radio

and Television
(DMRTV), VoNat's
Executive Director

highlighted the key
threats to biodiversity
species, including
habitat loss, pollution,
and climate change,
while  emphasizing
practical actions that
individuals and com-
munities can take to
protect and conserve W
biological resources.

This media engagement provides an effective platform for raising public
awareness, promoting community responsibility, and encouraging sustaina-
ble practices. By reaching a broad audience, VoNat reinforces its commit-
ment to biodiversity education and advocacy, empowering citizens to be-
come active stewards of their environment and supporting long-term conser-
vation efforts.

€3DMn €3D!
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Inspiring Youth Action for Restoration on World Forestry Day

change.

200+students and community
leaders aligned on promoting forest
restoration through education,
advocacy, and tree planting.

life, regulating the climate, and combating climate VoNat's participation in the event underscored the

organization's commitment to nurturing environ-
mental consciousness among the younger genera-

Through speeches and advocacy messages, young tion as a foundation for long-term sustainable de-
participants called for the sustainable management velopment and community-driven conservation.

and protection of forest resources, demonstrating
Voice of Nature (VoNat) joined the South West Re- strong environmental awareness and leadership.

gional Delegation of the Ministry of
Forestry and Wildlife (MINFOF), civ-
il society organizations, and students
to commemorate World Forestry Day
at Bilingual Grammar School Buea . %

The event aimed to promote forest:
conservation, environmental sustaina- 3

bility, and climate action, with a"”*
strong focus on youth engagement. /

As part of the commemoration, over \
500 participants took part in a tree- 7
planting exercise, reaffirming their
collective commitment to building a
greener and more sustainable future.
The celebration also featured student- ¢
led presentations that highlighted the z
vital role forests play in sustaining
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COMMUNICATIONS & ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTING
Engaging People on Environmental Protection through VoN

50000+ viaVoN News website
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Keep Wildlife wild!

Kids Plant Trees to Limit Climate Impacts in
Bangourain
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community understanding of natural resource management and climate
action. Through VoN News, VoNat also promoted youth engagement by
training 100 children in environmental information gathering, article writ-
ing, and reporting. Additionally, 15+ articles were published on the plat-
form, creating accessible and timely resources for diverse audiences and
strengthening the organization's outreach and advocacy.

Post-Harvest Losses Hit Buea
Farmers as Fruits of Labour Rot
Away

FEDEV Equips Cameroon
Environmental CSOs with Laws to
Combat Plastic Pollution

Health Risks of Using Thin Plastic
Bulletins for Hot Food, a Common
Practice in Cameroon

VoNat sensitized over 20,000 individuals on environmental protection and
sustainable natural resource management through its media arm, Voice of
Nature (VoN) News . Using the website and social media platforms,
VoNat shared news briefs, detailed write-ups, and editorials covering spe-
cies, ecosystems, climate change, and other environment-related societal
issues. Many of these stories sparked public debates, further enhancing

This initiative highlights VoNat's commitment to leveraging digital media
for environmental education, empowering communities and young people
to actively participate in the sustainable management of natural resources
and climate action initiatives. Read More Environmental News Here

Expanding Outreach through Print Media Partnerships

To reach interior communities and key environmental stakeholders with
limited access to online platforms, Voice of Nature (VoNat) partnered with
local newspapers to publish select articles from its online platform, Voice
of Nature (VoN) News . These hard-copy publications complemented the
online news service by bringing timely environmental and conservation

information directly to communities.

Hippopotamus Sighted At Bamhbalang

Afew weeks ago, a hippopotamus (Hip-
popotamus amphibius) was sighted in
Bambalang Lake, aman-made lake located
in the Northwest Region of Cameroon, an
eloquent reminder of the ecological impor-
tance of this freshwater body and a call to
action for the conservation of the lake's
biodiversity.

ippopotamus, which is one

Huf Africa's most emblematic

species, s classified as vul-

nerable on the [TUCN Red List, but is

drastically declining in population due

to habitat loss, poaching, water pollu-
tion and human-wildlife conflict.

Its presence in the Bambalang
Lake attests to the fact that the lake
has adequate water depth, aquatic
vegetation, and relatively undisturbed
zones, which are suitable conditions
for hippopotamus habitation,

The recent sighting of this iconic
species at Bambalang Lake has
sparked excitement and a deep sense
of pride among the indigenous people
of Bambalang. “Mbaw-Yakum (Bam-
balang) is a land of plenty, including
some important species like this Hip-
popotamus, which we saw grazing
along the shore of Kroloh (one of the
Islands in Mbaw-Yakum). I am proud
to be part of this beautiful village,”
said Robert Nashong, a Bambalang
denizen

Other people of Bambalang see the
presence of a hippopotamus in their
ancestral waters as a symbol of ecolog-
ical richness and a reminder of their
natural heritage,

“It was very beautiful to watch. The
last time I saw this animal was in
1973. Our people MUST NOT HUNT
them for any reason,” Kwenui An-
dreas Ngounjoh, a Bambalang elite
cautioned.

To Dr. Fongong Rapheal Fonsi and
some Bambalang people, it the first
time seeing a live image of hippopota-
mus in the village. “It gave me the im-
pression that our village could be a
great touristic destination,” Dr. Fon-
gong noted.

He cautioned that “though this hip-
popotamus  moved freely without
harming any one, those living around
the lake, especially the fishermen
must be cautious to avoid any con-
frontation with the animal that may
bring about any casualty”.

Hippopotamus in an Artificial Lake?

The Bambalang Lake was formed
1n 1974 following the construction of
the Baminjim Dam i Noun Division,
West Region of Cameroon, for hydro-
electric power and water supply. The
presence of a hippopotamus in the
Bambalang Lake, despite it being a
man-made lake, raises interesting eco-
logical and historical questions about

its origin and movement.

ile more research is required to
ascertain its origin, it 1§ possible that,
as the dam was constructed, water
levels rose and created an expanded
water body, the Bambalang Lake, and
hippopotamuses that were already liv-
ing in the Noun River naturally fol-
lowed the rising waters into their new,
expanded home in Bambalang.

While artificial, the lake has devel-
oped a dynamic freshwater ecosystem
over the decades and 1s now home to
numerous species of fish, birds, am-

Lake

phibians, and aquatic plants, If pro-
tected and managed well, the lake can
serve as a safe haven for not just this
species but for a wide range of aquatic
and terrestrial biodiversity. Conserva-
tion efforts now will ensure ecological
balance, sustainable livelihoods, and a
living legacy for future generations.

By Ndimuh B. Shancho*
Conservationist/Journalist
Executive Director, Voice of

Nature (VoNat)

'—W W, Cameroon.com

The print articles highlighted local biodiversity conservation challenges,
sustainable development issues, and community-driven solutions , ensuring
that critical information reaches audiences beyond the digital space. This
initiative strengthened VoNat's mission of promoting environmental aware-
ness, inclusive knowledge-sharing, and community engagement in conser-

vation and sustainable natural resource management. Read some extracts of
the articles below:

By Noivvn BERTRAND
Suaxcuo

s Cameroon approaches
its 2025 presidential
election, aspirants are

unveiling visions for the future,
promising jobs. education, secu-
nty, and governance reform. Yet
one crucial issue remains glar-
gly absent from most mani-
festos: the environment. This
silence is deeply troubling
because environmental degra-
dation is not a peripheral con-
cern, it is a national crisis that
threatens public health, food
security, economic stabality, and
the well-being of future genera-
tions.

Over the years,
Cameroonian  political cam-
paigns have paid lintle attention
1o environmental sustanability.
In both the 2011 and 2018 elec-
tions, party manifestos were
dominated by pledges on infra-
structure, decentralisation, and
poverty reduction, with only
passing references to natural
resources. Even when conserva-
tion was mentioned, it was
framed narrowly in terms of
tourism potential or resource
exploitation, rather than as part
of a comprebensive strategy for
climate resilience, species con-
servation. and community well-
being

This trend continwes in 2023,
Among the 12 approved presi-
dential asparants for the October
12 election, Akere Muns stands
out with a somewhat articulat-
ed, though largely economically

Cameroon’s 2025 presidential election:
The missing environmental agenda

driven, with emphasis on
renewasble energy and value-
added resource proce

sources, declining soil fertility,
and growing conflicts over
re: ly scarce

President Paul Biya's manifesto
sppears largely silent on envi-
ronmental matters, even indi-
rectly. based on current cover-
age. For most of the other candi-
dates. environmental policy
does not appear promanently, or
at all, in their publicly reported
manifestos

Meanwhile, Cameroon's
forests. which are part of the
Congo Basin, the world's sec-

ond-largest rainforest, are dis-
appeanng at alarming rates due
to illegal logging. mining, bush
burning, and poorly planned
infrastructure. Flagship species
such as the Cross River Gonlla
the Nigeria-Cameroon
Chimpanzee, and Preuss's
Monkey are being pushed to the

brink of extinction

Leaders of prominent envi-
ronmental organisations warn
that this neglect is dangerous.
“There are three major issves |
want the presidential aspirants
to address: scale restoration
efforts to meet the 12 million

agriculture, and clean energy.”
The urgency is clear. In
cities like Devala and Yaoundé,
air and water pollution are daily
realities, while rural communi-
ties grapple with the devastating
impacts of def and cli-

tial candidate must understand
and embrace environmental
stewardship as the foundation of
economic progress, peace. and
resilience. Any leader who fails
10 integrate environmental and

mate variability. Unlike much
of the political class. young
people are increasingly vocal,
3 fing green jobs, climate

target,
increase the national budget to
respond 1o adaptation and
resalience strengthening efforts,
and foster youth empowerment

and meaningful inclusion in cli-
mate diplomacy and policy
development.” says Sunday
Geofrey, Coordinator  of
Support Humanity Cameroon
(SUHUCAM).

Similarly, the Executive
Director of Ecological Balance
Cameroon (EBC), Limbi
Blessing Tata, insists that candi-

C are exg

dates e “efficient

worsening floods, drying water

carbon caplure, regenerative

justice, and sustainable farming
solutions.

With official campaigns set
to kick off on September 27,

2025, it is high tme the presi-
dential aspirants revise their
manifestos and present concrete
plans to enforce forest protec-
tion laws. invest in renewable
energy, deter species depletion,
expand climate-resilient agri-
culture, tackle urban pollution,
and create green jobs for the
country’s youth.

As Cameroon heads into this
critical election, each presiden-

lity concerns into
their vision, risks being out of
touch with the lived realities of
the people. Clean air, fertile
soils. stable weather, thriving
species, and intact ecosystems
are not luxuries, they are the
very basis of life itself. If
Cameroon is to build a prosper-

ous future, the environment
must move from the margins to
the center of national politics.

Ndimuh Bertrand Shancho

Conservationist |
Journalist

Executive Director of Voice
of Nature (VoNat)

-
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From NorTH T0 WEST: Rising Desertification Threatens Livelihoods

ecolognst and environmental re-
searcher based in Garoua, reports that
natural vegetation cover in parts of the
northern region has declined by up to
60 percent over the past two decades
“Entire communities are being dis-

On June 17, 2025, Cameroon joined the
global ity in ating
World Day to Combat Desertification and
Drought. The commemoration of this day
comes at a critical moment, as the country

water catchments.

“The overuse of eucalyptus and the
destruction of wetlands for farming
have left the land fragile” explamns
Tantoh Derick, Chief of Service at the
Northwest Regional Delegation of the ds

degrading the land and water sources.
Let us collaborate and support Voice of
Nature (VoNat)'s plans to restore thas
degraded landscape, our soil. and the
water sources that are drying up every
v,” the DO recommends
Cameroon stands at a enitical cross-

faces an escalating environmental crisis:
desertification.

nce largely confined to the
country’s northernmast re-
gions, this crisis is now
steadily advanang into the Northwest,
West, and East Regions, posing a
grave threat to hivelihoods, food sys-
tems, and ecological stability
Decades of deforestation. overgraz-
ing, and unsustainable agricultural
{)r‘:u'l wes have transformed once fertile
ands in the Far North, North, and
Adamawa Regions imto and, cracked
expanses. These problems are being
intensified by rapid population growth
and climate change, leading to wide-
spread soil degrmdation, compromased
water supphes, and mereasing food in-
security, putting millions at risk
Dr. Ibralhim Maloum. a seasoned

placed by fmling farmlands and dwin-
dhng water sources,” he warns,

In response to the growing crisis
both mternational and local NGOs
have launched mnitiatives, including
reforestation projects, the promotion of
zai pit farming techniques, and com-
munity sensitisation campaigns. How-
ever, the scale and speed of land
degradation continue to outpace cur-
rent solutions, underscoring the ur-
gent need for more robust and
coordinated interventions

Northwest, West Regions Feehng
the 'Heat’

What were once considered high-
land safe zones are now showing wor-
rying signs of environmental stress.
The Northwest and West regions are
expenencing rising levels of sail ero-
sion, deforestation, and the loss of key

Mmistry of Environment, Protection of
Nature and Sustamable Development,
MINEPDED

“We are seeing more floods during
the rainy season, and then total dry-
ness when we need water the most,”
he adds

In the West Region, the once-
forested Mount Mbam landscape,
which spanned over 12,000 hectares,
has been severely degraded
Unchecked farming, deforestation,
bush burmng, and intensive fuelwood
harvesting have transforming the area
mnto s bare land. The Divisional Offs-
cer, DO, of Bangouram Subdivision,
Ndi Jules Patrick, underscores the ur-
gent need for collective actions agamst
environmental degradation in the
Mount Mbam area.

“Bush burning and deforestation
are becoming more frequent, further

roads. As desertification creeps south-
ward from the Sahelian north into the
country’s once green highlands and
forests, it threatens not only ecosys-
tems but also the stability of agrncul-
ture, rural ivelihoods, and peace.

Land restoration must be placed at
the heart of national climate resilience
strategies. It 1s not merely an environ-
mental 1ssue, it is central to food secu-
rity, sustainable development, and the
long-term well-being of communities
across the country. The time for action

By Ndimuh Bertrand Shancho,
Conservationist/ Journalist
Executive Director, Voice of

Nature (VoNat)
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contribute to building a greener, safer and

. Some 10 youths and other individuals passionate about building a greener, safer,

and more sustainable planet participated in Voice of Nature's Volunteering and
Youth Mentorship Programme . The program provided participants with struc-
tured orientation and hands-on engagement across key areas of the organization's
work, including Species Conservation and Environmental Sustainability, Climate
Change, Environmental Reporting and Communication, and General Administra-
tion and Management .

Volunteers actively contributed to program implementation, community out-

- reach, research support, and communication activities, gaining practical experi-

ence while supporting VoNat's mission. The mentorship component emphasized
skills development, environmental leadership, teamwork, and ethical conserva-
tion practice, helping participants strengthen both technical and professional

. competencies.

Volunteer placements lasted between one and six months , depending on individ-
ual availability and program needs. Upon completion of their service, partici-
pants were awarded attestations of service in recognition of their contributions
and commitment. Through this programme, VoNat continues to empower young
people, build local capacity, and nurture the next generation of environmental
stewards. Here

promote youth-led innovations

for climate action and biodiversity conservation

Some 300 students and young graduates in Buea
were engaged in a capacity-building training
focused on promoting youth-led innovation for
climate action and biodiversity conservation .
During the session, the Executive Director of
Voice of Nature (VoNat) highlighted the impacts
of biodiversity loss and the climate crisis on young

people, underscoring the urgent need for inclusive,
youth-driven, and innovative solutions. The
training emphasized the role of young people as
key agents of change and explored practical,
technology-driven and innovative approaches that
participants can leverage to contribute meaning-
fully to biodiversity conservation and climate

action. Through this engagement, VoNat strength-
ened youth awareness, built capacity for action,
and inspired young people to apply creativity,
technology, and leadership in addressing pressing
environmental challenges.

R

my internship at Voice of Nature (VoNat) was truly time well spent and
deeply enriching. From my very first day, I was welcomed and treated as a
full member of the team, which motivated me to learn, grow, and give my
best throughout the internship.

ng Experience at Environmental Journalism Intern at VoNat

The supportive and jovial leadership of the Executive Director, Mr. Ndimuh
Bertrand Shancho, made my experience smooth and inspiring. Through one-
on-one seminars and mentoring sessions, I gained practical skills in project
writing, article writing, and time management—skills that have strengthened
my confidence and prepared me for the professional world. One of the most
valuable lessons for me was learning how to write and send professional
emails, a simple but essential skill I had never acquired before joining
VoNat.

Under the guidance of my supervisor, Miss Jabi Katy, I developed practical

skills in photography and visual storytelling. I learned how to identify a clear
subject, position the character at the center of a story, and carefully consider
the setting to communicate powerful environmental messages.

This internship exposed me to real-world professional standards while nur-
turing my creativity and self-belief. I leave VoNat more knowledgeable,
skilled, and confident, with a clearer sense of direction and a renewed com-
mitment to contributing meaningfully to conservation and sustainable devel-
opment.
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SUCCESS STORIES FROM INTERNS & VOLUNTEERS

“An Eye-openmg Internshlp Experlence at VoNat Somethmg I WI“ Never Forget”

My Internship at VoNat began in February 2025,
when I took the long flight from Barcelona, through
Istanbul to Douala, Cameroon. My first couple of days
were spent in a hotel in Douala, working with Shan-
cho and some of his colleagues on a plan for our ac-
tivities out in the field. My focus was to work with
VoNat to collect baseline data in the Mount Mbam
Area for their initial stage of a 20-year restoration
plan that had been envisioned. We gathered various
maps on land use and habitat

Data Collection & Preliminary Discoveries
The first step of our visit to Bangourain was to intro-
duce ourselves to the Village Chief, who oversees the
Bangourain community, including the smaller settle-
ments that surround the mountainside. Shancho had
already introduced the project to him, and the chief’s
authorisation had been given. We conducted our first
community leader interview to understand what chal-
lenges the community faces regarding land degrada-
tion and how the land is being used. We discovered
lots of interesting information about the local wildlife
that could be found and some of the key issues that
people faced, such as reduced crop yields, drought,
poor soil quality, etc.

We continued to interview some other key leaders in
the community, including the mayor, who was very
receptive to the restoration project. He had studied
environmental issues before and was very aware of
the issues faced at Mount Mbam and the reasons be-
hind them. We met with the local government official

too, the Divisional Officer of Bangourain Subdivision,
who was also very interested in the project and want-
ed to see restorative activities implemented across the
landscape. This was very encouraging to see commu-
nity leaders not only being very aware of the situation
but also appreciative of the efforts VoNat was making
to help them. This made us feel very welcome, and
meant we did not face many challenges to convince
community leaders of the need for our research. We
were also put in contact with community experts who
could assist us with speaking to the various traditional
chiefs in the smaller communities nearby and who had
knowledge of the mountain.

We also concluded that education and awareness
of the importance of conservation are needed.
People often hunt bushmeat indiscriminately, not
necessarily realising the adverse impact this is
having on wildlife. On two of the days, we visited
local schools to give a session on biodiversity
conservation, and I was surprised to see how little
awareness there was of the species that can be
found around Mount Mbam, and the risk of them
being made locally extinct.

Community Engagement in Mapping
Restoration Sites & Options

Once we had collected all of the questionnaire dates
and had explored the mountain, I analysed the results
to summarise the key findings. I created maps from

the GPS points we collected to demonstrate the scale
of the problem we had found from bush burning and
land degradation. A workshop was then planned,
where over 50 community leaders attended to be
briefed on our preliminary findings. This was a great
opportunity for me, where I created and presented a
PowerPoint on our findings. I discussed the main is-
sues we had been informed about, including fertiliser
and chemical overuse, reduced yields, bush burning
and longer droughts. I also summarised some key op-
portunities that had been identified. The vast majority
of participants were in favour of restorative action,
including the restoration of farmlands and reforesta-
tion. At the end of the workshop, people worked in
groups according to which village they lived in, to
devise some initial land use plans for their communi-
ties. These outlined areas for reforestation, regenera-
tive agriculture and agroforestry land for grazing live-
stock.

All in all, the trip was an eye-opening experience and
something I will never forget. I met incredible people
who were trying to improve the livelihoods of local
people and protect the environment. The passion, and
willingness to participate in the restoration project
was heart-warming, and I see there is a real opportuni-
ty here to work with the community and make some
amazing improvements. [ am hopeful to continue to
support the project in the future and see some of the
changes implemented for the benefit of the people
who live in Bangourain and to protect the landscape
for its biodiversity and natural beaty.

“From Learning to Impact- My Transformatlonal Internship with VoNat”

I had the privilege of completing a three-month internship with Voice of Na-
ture (VoNat), based at Tarred Malingo, opposite Press Hostel—an experi-
ence that was immersive, inspiring, and truly transformative. Though it last-
ed three months, the journey felt incredibly short because every day was
filled with learning, action, and purpose. My internship blended hands-on

' Region .

fieldwork with meaningful community engagement across the South West
and West Regions of Cameroon. I strengthened practical skills in tree nurse-
ry management and seedling potting, while gaining valuable knowledge on
threatened and endangered tree species around the Mount Cameroon Nation-
al Park. Most importantly, I learned that effective biodiversity conservation
depends on strong community participation and locally driven solutions.

A major highlight was coordinating the EcoKids Project in Bangourin, West
As Project Coordinator, I facilitated training on regenerative agri-
culture, focusing on organic liquid fertilizer production. Over 50 rural wom-
en participated, and I was proud to see that more than 60% began producing

, their own organic fertilizers afterward, an empowering step toward sustaina-

ble farming and improved livelihoods.

Beyond field activities, I VoNat at the 10th Anniversary Celebration of
Laudato Si' in the Diocese of Buea, engaging with civil society actors under
the theme “Care for Our Common Home represented.” The experience
strengthened my commitment to environmental stewardship and collabora-
tion.

I am deeply grateful to the VoNat team for their mentorship, professional-
ism, and unwavering support. I leave this internship more confident, skilled,
and motivated to continue advancing conservation and sustainability wher-
ever [ go.
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VoNat Article Featured in Leading Global Amphibian Journal

Fro%LbéA g Empowering the next

._ generation to conserve the
@l world’s largest frog

fa w.#
Severiteen years of
amphiblan podsat

Ndimuh Bertrand Shancho’, Dimla Robert' and Dongang
Chester Zoo

Ceraphine’
*Voice of Nature (VoNat), Cameroon

Contact information: info@vonat.org

Voice of Nature (VoNat) has been featured in the December 2025 issue
of FroglLog, the flagship publication of the [IUCN Amphibian Specialist
Group, with an article titled “Empowering the Next Generation to Conserve
the World’s Largest Frog.” FrogLog is recognized worldwide as the am-
phibian conservation community’s leading news source, publishing research
findings, conservation actions, and field stories from scientists and practi-
tioners across the globe. The inclusion of VoNat’s work highlights growing
international interest in community-driven and youth-centered amphibians
conservation approaches in Cameroon.

The published article documents how VoNat’s environmental education and
youth mentorship initiatives are helping children understand the ecological
importance of amphibians, particularly the world’s largest frog, and empow-
ering them to take action in their communities. Through classroom lessons,
storytelling, field visits, and advocacy activities, young people are gaining
both knowledge and confidence to become future conservation leaders.

“Our goal is not only to protect species, but to raise a generation that under-
stands why conservation matters. When children learn early that their for-
ests, rivers, and wildlife are part of their identity, they grow up ready to de-
fend them,” said Ndimuh Bertrand Shancho, Executive Director of VoNat

At Voice of Nature (VoNat), the team believes that sustained conservation
success begins with awareness, participation, and local leadership. The arti-
cle illustrates how collaborations with schools, traditional authorities, and
community groups are transforming children from passive observers into

active environmental stewards. By sharing lessons learned from Cameroon
with practitioners around the world, VoNat hopes to inspire broader adop-
tion of inclusive, youth-driven conservation models. The article appears in
the December 2025 edition of FroglLog and can be accessed through the
IUCN Amphibian Specialist Group’s online resource library available here.

The published article documents how VoNat’s environmental education and
youth mentorship initiatives are helping children understand the ecological
importance of amphibians, particularly the world’s largest frog, and empow-
ering them to take action in their communities. Through classroom lessons,
storytelling, field visits, and advocacy activities, young people are gaining
both knowledge and confidence to become future conservation leaders.

“Our goal is not only to protect species, but to raise a generation that under-
stands why conservation matters. When children learn early that their for-
ests, rivers, and wildlife are part of their identity, they grow up ready to de-
fend them,” said Ndimuh Bertrand Shancho, Executive Director of VoNat.
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VoNat Features on PANORAMA for Empowering
Children as Conservation, Climate Champions
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SOLUTIONS FOR A HEALTHY PLANET

@ Explore solutions 2% Network Resources

Empowering Children as
Community Conservation
and Climate Action
Champions in Cameroon

Full Solution

by Ndimuh Bertrand Shancho, Voice of Nature (VoNat)

Voice of Nature (VoNat) featured on PANO-
RAMA — Solutions for a Healthy Planet for its
innovative program, Empowering Children as
Community Conservation and Climate Action

News & Events

Champions in Cameroon, highlighting a scala-
ble model for inclusive conservation and cli-
mate engagement. The published solution
showcases how VoNat is equipping children

Contribute solution -+ English v @
-y ¥ » S

Children and youth engage in reforestation actions in the Bamenda Highhlands of

aged 10-18 across four regions of Cameroon
with environmental knowledge, ecological
skills, and leadership opportunities to become
active agents of change. Read More


https://panorama.solutions/en/solution/empowering-children-community-conservation-and-climate-action-champions-cameroon?fbclid=IwY2xjawO-lG1leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFxREdRNElXeDYwRzhZMGtzc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHhVERBICnV72ceyoAaWNyA07e-8PKQIjJ_
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STAFF CAPACITY BUILDING & WORKSHOPS FOR IMPROVED PRODUCTIVITY

The Executive Director of VoNat participated at the Cameroon Civil Society Conference in Buea

-

I N

for Peace and Development.”

tal and social resilience.

The Executive Director of Voice of Nature (VoNat), Ndimuh Bertrand Shancho , participated in

the Cameroon Civil Society Conference held in Buea , convened by Mr. Ngang God'swill of Roy-
alty World . The conference brought together representatives from over 20 civil society organiza-
tions from across Cameroon under the theme “Humanitarian and Development Work as Catalysts

The event provided an important platform for reflection, dialogue, and shared learning on the role
of civil society organizations in promoting peace, sustainable development, and social cohesion.
Through active participation, VoNat strengthened collaboration with peer CSOs, exchanged expe-
riences and best practices, and gained valuable insights into cross-sector approaches for impact.
The knowledge and networks gained through the conference will help inform VoNat's strategic
direction and enhance collective action toward inclusive development and long-term environmen-

VoNat’s Climate Action Programme Coordinator Trained on Plastic Pollution Governance

The Climate Action Programme Coordinator of Voice of Nature (VoNat), Nwanja Jane-Lena,l
acquired new skills in plastic pollution laws, policies and waste management specifically a
strengthened understanding of national and international plastic-related laws and policies inte-
grated with practical plastic waste management approaches. This was the outcome of a 2-day
capacity-building workshop organized in Buea by Foundation for Environment and Develop-
ment (FEDEV) and partners, under the auspices of Cameroon’s Ministry of Environment, Pro-
tection of Nature and Sustainable Development (MINEPDED). The workshop was aimed to
strengthen the capacity of civil society organizations (CSOs) on national and international plas-
tic-related laws, policies, and sustainable waste management practices.

According to Madam Nwanja, the training provided her and other participants knowledge and
tools to enhance their role in addressing plastic pollution and advancing a transition towards a
plastic-free society in Cameroon. “By leveraging the tools and frameworks I acquired, I am con-
fident in my ability to engage in collective CSO action and support Cameroon’s contribution to — |
global plastic treaty processes,” she said.

VoNat’s ED Participated at CJM Strategic Action Plan Dev’t Workshop

VoNat’s Communication Officer Got Trained on Storytelling in South Africa

~ 4

Jabi Katy Chale , Communica-
tions Officer at Voice of Nature
(VoNat), participated in the Na-
ture Environment & Wildlife
Filmmakers (NEWF) Fellows
Summit and Congress held in
Durban, South Africa , from
March 31 to April 4, 2025. The
summit brought together envi-
ronmental politicians, storytell-

—
' i |

ers, journalists, scientists, and

The Executive Director of VoNat, participat-
ed in a two-day strategic planning workshop
held in Yaound¢ for the development of the
2025 Strategic Action Plan of the Cameroon
Climate Justice Movement (CJM). The
workshop was convened under the auspices
of Greenpeace Africa and brought together
representatives of approximately 40 environ-
mental civil society organizations from all
ten regions of Cameroon.

Through plenary discussions and group
work, participants jointly identified urgent
climate and environmental injustices affect-

. ing vulnerable communities. Participants co-

developed a comprehensive 2025 Strategic
Action Plan outlining priority advocacy are-

rytelling, visual communica-

conservation practitioners from
across Africa for an intensive
week of training, mentorship,
and peer learning.

Through hands-on sessions and
exchanges with experienced
professionals, Jabi strengthened
her skills in environmental sto-

tion, and strategic media en-
gagement. The summit also ex-
panded her professional net-
work, providing opportunities
for collaboration and exposure
to innovative storytelling ap-
proaches used in conservation
and environmental advocacy.

as, campaign strategies, and coordinated in-
terventions to address climate change im-
pacts and promote climate justice across
Cameroon. In addition, a multi-stakeholder
working group was established to elaborate
the operational framework and guide the ef-
fective implementation of the action plan.

VoNat’s participation strengthened its en-
gagement in national climate justice advoca-
cy and reinforced collaboration with other
civil society actors. The initiative contribut-
ed to building a unified civil society voice
aimed at influencing policy, promoting equi-
table climate solutions, and advancing com-
munity-centered responses to the climate cri-
sis in Cameroon.

Nature (VoNat), participated in the National Geographic
Explorer Workshop held in Nairobi, Kenya , from January
25-30, 2025 , under the theme “Building Community
through Collaborative Leadership.” The workshop brought

. together National Geographic Explorers from across Africa

to strengthen leadership skills, deepen collaboration, and
build regional networks for conservation impact.

Y During the workshop, Ndimuh presented VoNat's Goliath

frog and amphibian conservation initiative , sharing his per-
sonal conservation journey, the key threats facing the Goli-
ath frog and other amphibians in Cameroon, and VoNat's

Ndimuh Bertrand Shancho , Executive Director of Voice of long-term vision for species protection through community-

led conservation, research, and advocacy. The presentation
provided a valuable opportunity for peer learning, feedback,
and knowledge exchange.

Participation in the workshop strengthened Ndimuh's leader-
ship capacity, expanded his professional network, and deep-
ened his exposure to collaborative conservation approaches.
The experience enhanced his confidence, strategic perspec-
tive, and ability to position VoNat's work within regional
and global conservation dialogues, contributing to stronger
leadership and institutional growth for the organization.



RECOGNITION
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VoNat’s ED Recognized for Transformative Leadership in Climate and Conservation

The Communications Officer of
Voice of Nature (VoNat), Jabi Katy
Chale , was selected as one of 15
outstanding changemakers world-
wide for the 2025 National Geo-
graphic Young Explorers program.
This prestigious international initia-
tive recognizes and supports young
leaders aged 18-25 who are making
meaningful contributions in their
communities through exploration,
conservation, storytelling, educa-
tion, and science . Jabi's selection
reflects her growing impact as an
environmental communicator and
storyteller, using media to amplify
conservation messages, engage

young people, and promote sustain-
able natural resource management

Voice of Nature's Executive Director, Ndimuh Bertrand Shan-
cho , received two significant recognitions highlighting his lead-

*+ ership in climate action and biodiversity conservation.

3 On International Youth Day 2025 , he was honored as one of 12

remarkable African youth by the Climate and Development
Knowledge Network (CDKN) for leading transformative climate
action projects. This recognition underscores his outstanding con-
tributions to sustainable development initiatives in Cameroon and

-\ strengthens his commitment to advancing innovative, community-

led climate solutions, promoting sustainable natural resource

 management, and engaging youth in environmental stewardship.

In addition, Ndimuh was featured among the pioneer Conserva-
tion & Communities Fellowship Alumni , representing Cameroon
in a network of conservation leaders across Africa and the Global

South. This fellowship offered opportunities for knowledge ex-
e change, collaboration, and strategic learning, enhancing his ca-

pacity to lead community-focused conservation initiatives, deepen
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in Cameroon. Her achievement
marks a significant milestone for
VoNat, increasing the organization's
representation within the National
Geographic Explorer community to
two . The first is VoNat's Executive
Director, Ndimuh Bertrand Shan-
cho , who became a National Geo-
graphic Explorer in 2022. Together,
their =~ recognition  strengthens
VoNat's visibility on global conser-
vation platforms and reinforces the
organization's commitment to nur-
turing young talent, advancing envi-
ronmental journalism, and connect-
ing local conservation efforts to in-
ternational networks for greater im-
pact.

cluding

tainable
greener,

Together, these honors reinforce VoNat's visibility and credibility
on platforms international and highlight the organization's leader-
ship in driving locally grounded, impactful solutions for climate,
biodiversity, and community development challenges.

2025 YOUNG EXPLORER

JABI KATY CHALE

JOURNALIST, DOCUMENTARY FILMMAKER,
AND CULTURAL ECOLOGY RESEARCHER

Q Cameroon

7 former interns and volunteers at Voice of Nature (VoNat), in-

graduate and undergraduate students, both national and

international, successfully graduated, marking a key milestone in
their academic and professional journeys. VoNat is proud to have
contributed to their growth by providing hands-on experience,
mentorship, and opportunities to engage in environmental conser-
vation and community empowerment initiatives.

Through the internship and volunteer program, participants gained
practical skills in conservation, community engagement, and sus-

development, while supporting VoNat's mission to build a
safer planet and empower vulnerable children and women

in Cameroon's forest communities.

This achievement highlights VoNat's continued commitment to
capacity building, youth empowerment, and nurturing the next
generation of environmental leaders , ensuring that knowledge,

™ skills, and passion for conservation are passed on to create lasting

impact for communities and ecosystems.



NEW STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP
VoNat Recogmzed as Official Partner of MINFOF
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Voice of Nature (VoNat) was officially recognized as a strategic partner of
Cameroon’s Ministry of Forestry and Wildlife (MINFOF). This recognition
represents a significant national acknowledgment of VoNat’s long-standing
commitment to biodiversity conservation, ecosystem restoration, and the
promotion of sustainable forest and wildlife management across Cameroon.

Being recognized by MINFOF underscores the credibility, impact, and
relevance of VoNat’s conservation work at both community and national
levels. This partnership therefore strengthens institutional collaboration and
ensures that conservation actions are better coordinated, scalable, and
aligned with national priorities.

Through this partnership, VoNat will continue to work closely with
MINFOF to deepen community-led conservation approaches, recognizing
local communities as key custodians of forests and wildlife. Joint efforts will
focus on protecting endangered species, restoring degraded ecosystems,
reducing pressures on protected areas, and advancing environmental
education and awareness to inspire responsible natural resource
management, particularly among youth and local stakeholders.
The Management of VoNat expresses deep appreciation to all past and
present partners, donors, volunteers, staff, interns, and local communities
whose dedication, trust, and collaboration have contributed to this important
milestone.
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REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON
Peace- Work- Fatherland

REPUBLIQUE DU CAMEROUN
Palx- Travall- Patrle

MINISTERE DES FORETS
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MINISTRY OF FORESTRY
AND WILDLIFE
SECRETAIRE D'ETAT SECRETARIAT OF STATE
SECRETARIAT GENERAL SECRETARIAT GENERAL

BP 34430 Yaoundé
Tel: {237) 222239228
Site web: www.minfol.cm
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LE MINISTRE
The Minister

AlTo

{Mister NDIMUH Bertrand SHANCHO
The Executive Director,

VOICE OF NATURE (VoNat),

237 676 243 440
Info.voiceofnature@gmail.com

BUEA-CAMEROON

Subject: An Approval for a Partnership with MINFOF

Sir,

While acknowledging receipt of a report transmitted to the Ministry of Forestry and Wildlife refating to the field
work evaluation by the Regional Delegatie for the South West,

| have the honour to inform you that your Organisation has been registered on the list of Partners with MINFOF.

You are therefore invited to conform to the ules and regulations regulating the framewark of collaboration
with MINFOF, as stipulated in the communique of August 13", 2024.

Kindly accept, Sir, the expression of my sincere regards,

Pour le Ministre
des Forals ot a Faune

VoNat Becomes a Partner of the Amphibian Survival Alliance (ASA)

e, amphibian survival aliance

Voice of Nature (VoNat) officially be-
came the latest partner of the Amphibian
Survival Alliance (ASA) , a global net-
work dedicated to ensuring a sustainable
future for amphibians. This partner-
shipamphibian conservation in Cameroon
and strengthens the organization's role
within the international conservation

community. Through ASA, VoNat now
has access to global resources, technical
guidance, and collaboration opportuni-
ties , enabling the organization to en-
hance research, protection, and advocacy
partnership efforts for amphibians in
Cameroon and beyond. This not only val-
idates VoNat's local conservation initia-

tives but also provides a platform to lev-
erage international expertise, share best
practices, and scale impact , reinforcing
the organization's mission to conserve bi-
odiversity and promote sustainable man-
agement of Cameroon's unique ecosys-
tems.




~—saDonate to Support Our Course
VoNat is a non-profit Organization that largely depends on grants from charitable organizations and individual donors to realize its mission of building a

ez ;/ greener, safer and more sustainable planet with community kids and youths. Please support our strive towards saving worlds largess frog, last great apes,
forest elephants etc. at the verge of extinction amongst others in Cameroon by donating to the account below:

~ & b

Bank Name: Ecobank

Branch: Buea : =
- Account Name: VOICE OF NATURE-VONAT g
. Voice of Nature-VONAT’S ADDRESS: Biaka Street-Molyko-Buea
Bank Code: 10029 =
Branch Code: 26022 | B
Account Number: 31545011236 .

.. “'RIB key: 88
IBAN: CM2110029260223154501123688
" SWIFT Code: ECOCCMCX
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Speaal thank you Earth Rlsmg Foundatlon New England Biolabs Foundation, Re:wild, National Geographic Soaety, C02 Balance, Omprakash Cllmate and 8
Development Knowledge Network (CDKN), Meg Wah (My Earth), Regenerative Agriculture Hub of Nkwa4Change Solutions, and Idea Wild for their material,
financial, logistics and human resource support through out 2025. We are also grateful to the Management of Government High School Buea Rural-Bokova,
GBHS Ebone, Praise Baptist Academy Ndongo-Buea, Government Primary School Ndongo, the West and South West regional delegations of the Ministry of
" Environment Protection of Nature and Sustainable Development, the Mount Muanenguba Herpeto-ornithological Sanctuary Service and the Mount Cameroon
-+ Park Service for their collaboration through out 2025.
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_@ VoNat Species Conservation Programme:
Agroforestry & Threatened Trees Domestication for
Endangered Wildlife Conservation in Mount Cameroon

{ Conservation Education | 1,AjhrreawneiTmcs Domestication
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_+  Voice of Nature

VAENat

Sun City Upper Bokova-Buea, South W i
. kov , est Region of Cameroo
Tel: +237 676243440 Email: info@vonat.org / info.voiceofnature@gmrzlil.com
Web: https://vonat.org/
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